
1 
 

CALVINISM 

Calvin was born into a Catholic family and initially pursued a Catholic education, with his father 
wanting him to become a priest, but Calvin broke from the Roman Catholic Church around 1530 
and became a major figure in the Protestant Reformation movement, moved to Geneva, where 
he helped establish and developed his own theological system, now known as Calvinism. 
Calvin's theology differed significantly from Catholicism, emphasizing the absolute sovereignty 
of God in every detail on every level throughout the universe, teaching that humankind has no 
free will whatsoever, therefore is predestined to do as God wills at His pleasure, that man is 
totally depraved through original sin with no way out, and finally, that  the through “human 
illumination” alone, is the sole authority of Scripture. 

Calvin came up with an acronym foe his thesis, TULIP:  

1. Total Depravity: Calvin said, “All mankind are unable to come to God due to sin. 
 Jesus said, " the Father, who hath sent me, draw him." (John 6:44), and 
“I will be lifted up from the earth and will draw all things to myself.” (John 12:32) 

2.) Unconditional Election: Predestination is based on scriptures; (Jeremiah 1:5), 
     “I knew thee before thou camest forth out of the womb, I sanctified thee.”  

Calvin rejected the concept of free will, maintaining that individuals are predetermined for 
either Heaven or hell and cannot alter their fate. Nowhere in scripture or Church 
teachings did Jesus or the apostles even suggest predestination to hell. 

“And whom he predestinated, them he also called. And whom he called, he also justified 
them. And whom he justified, them he also glorified.” (Romans 8:30) 

3.) Limited Atonement: Calvin put forth the belief that Christ's sacrifice was only intended     
for the “elect”, (believers), not for all humanity, who repent, believe and follow Jesus.  
“He is the propitiation for the sins... of the whole world.”  (1 John 2:2)    

4.) Irresistible Grace: 
“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Ghost: as 
your fathers did, so do you also.” (Acts 7:51)  
Believers don’t reject Christ or His grace, 

5.)  Perseverance of the Saints: Calvin; “Once Saved, Always Saved; OSAS  
“This precept I commend to thee, O son Timothy; according to the prophecies going before 
on thee, that thou war in them a good warfare, having faith and a good conscience, which 
some rejecting have made shipwreck concerning the faith.” (1 Timothy 1:18-20) 

Salvation is in God’s hand for those He chooses to be baptized and obey all Christ’s 
commanded and when they sin they confess, repent, and receive forgiveness 70x7. 
(Matthew 18:21-22) 
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“Therefore, I say to you: Every sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy of the Spirit shall not be forgiven. And whosoever shall speak a word against 
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but he that shall speak against the Holy Ghost, it 
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in the world to come.”  
(Matthew 12:31-32) 

Jesus and the apostles never taught OSAS, “once saved, always saved.” 

Like Martin Luther before him, John Calvin was a heretic and condemned by the Church. 

Calvin’s argues by examining his “Institutes of the Christian Religion”, claimed that the 
means of knowing the correct canon of Scripture is the “inward illumination” and 
“secret testimony of the spirit.” 

Calvin also disclaimed the need to rely on the Church; as he wrote in his Book 1, Ch. 7, §5 
of the Institutes: 

“Let it therefore be held as fixed, that those who are inwardly taught by the Holy 
Spirit acquiesce implicitly in Scripture; that Scripture, carrying its own evidence along 
with it, deigns not to submit to proofs and arguments, but owes the full conviction 
with which we ought to receive it to the testimony of the Spirit.(inward spirit) 

Enlightened by him, we no longer believe, either on our own judgment or that of 
others, that the scriptures are from God; but, in a way superior to human judgment, 
feel perfectly assured—as much so as if we beheld the divine image visibly impressed 
on it—that it came to us, by the instrumentality of men, from the very mouth of 
God.(inspired).” 

Calvin claimed the knowledge of scripture comes from one’s own self, i.e., Gnosticism; 
that salvation comes through acquiring special, esoteric knowledge, allowing individuals 
to transcend the material world and reunite with the divine source. 

Calvin taught that scripture was not revealed publicly by God by means of duly 
authorized representatives (apostolic authority), as taught by Christ and His apostles; 
rather he taught that by an “inward illumination” that requires no witness from 
others, no duly authorized representative, and no public testimony to its veracity. 

“Take my word for this”, is essentially what Calvin taught.  

Further in the same section, Calvin wrote. 
“We ask not for proofs to rest our judgment, but our intellect and judgment. We 
hold unassailable truth; not like miserable men, whose minds are enslaved by 
superstition, but because we feel a divine energy living and breathing in it—an 
energy by which we are drawn and animated to obey it.” 
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Calvin leans on Isa. 43:10; “Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I 
have chosen, that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he”, (Sounds 
like Jehovah’s Witnesses today). 

He concluded; “I say nothing more than every believer experiences in himself, though 
my words fall far short of the reality. The only true faith is that which the Spirit of God 
seals on our hearts. Nay, the modest and teachable reader will find a sufficient reason 
in the promise contained in Isaiah, that all the children of the renovated Church “shall be 
taught of the Lord,” (Isa. 54:13) This singular privilege God bestows on his elect only, 
whom he separates from the rest of mankind. God, by the mouth of Moses, thus 
demands to be heard: “It is not in heavens that thou shouldest say, ‘Who shall go up for 
us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear and do it? But the word is very nigh 
unto thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart,’” (Deut. 30:12, 14). 

“God having been pleased to reserve the treasure of intelligence for his children, no 
wonder that so much ignorance and stupidity is seen in the generality of 
mankind, even those in the Church. 

Isaiah, moreover, while reminding us that the prophetical doctrine would prove incredible 
not only to strangers, but also to the Jews, who were desirous to be thought of the 
household of God, subjoins the reason, when he asks, “To whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?” (Isa. 53:1). If, at any time, then, we are troubled at the small number of 
those who believe, let us, on the other hand, call to mind, that none comprehend the 
mysteries of God save those to whom it is given. 

Calvin describes this knowledge: “Every believer experiences in himself.” So “experience” is the 
criterion of dogmatic veracity—just not the “experiences” of countless generations of Christians, 
saints, apostles, prophets, and doctors of the Catholic Church for over the 1,500 years before 
Calvin. Can anyone contradict that which is experienced in himself? No. 

So, every one of the countless Christians and saints who identified a different canon from Calvin 
are apparently not among the “elect” or the “children” of God—not among those “specially 
chosen”—even while those who apparently qualify are at the same time at odds with Calvin on 
many other doctrines. 

Calvin has thus sealed himself and the “elect” of his sect off from not only the Christian public 
witness of apostolic authority since the first century onward, but from argument, reason, and 
logic, all while very selectively appealing to a set of subjective experiences, namely those of 
his sect. 

Calvin claims that God reveals the canon only by an inward illumination of the individual, 
and then he locks the ego of that individual in a self-sealed container that has no need to 
appeal to any other witness, testimony, or authority, satisfied in the assertion that God speaks 
directly to him, but the perennial witness and authority of the Church is mere “human 
judgment.” 
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Calvin invented his own religion to guarantee that he arrives at his own conclusion, and that 
religion is nothing less than a revival of a novel form of Gnosticism under a veneer of Christianity. 
 

Luther wrote that man’s will is enslaved either to God or to Satan, but he has no free will, 
adding that since all things happen by necessity according to Divine predestination, there’s no 
room for free will it. God is sole agent. Therefore creation, redemption, election, reprobation, 
as such His acts that man becomes merely their vehicle and himself does nothing.  
 

Luther declared that “God by an unchangeable, eternal, infallible will, foresees, purposes, and 
effects all things. By this, Luther utterly and totally destroyed “Free Will” from God.  
 

Calvin shared Luther’s doctrine of necessity to the full; but he went to far as to teach the 
heresies of the Stoics on “fate”. He further put forth that “Divine wisdom” which he invoked 
could never be made intelligible to our understanding. Calvin rejected all teachings put forth all 
Catholic at the Fathers of Trent (Secs. VI, Canon 16), which teaches, “God permits evil 
deeds, but is not their author.” 
 

The “Institutes” of Calvin affirm that “man by the righteous impulsion of God does that which is 
unlawful”, and that “man falls, the Providence of God so ordaining” (IV, 18, 2; III, 23, 8). 
Calvin denied this impulse as not in accordance with the known will of the Almighty. Both he 
and Luther found a way of escape from the moral dilemma inflicted on them by distinguishing 
two wills in the Divine Nature, one public or apparent, which commanded good and 
forbade evil as Scripture teaches, the other just, but secret and unsearchable, predetermining 
that Adam and all reprobates should fall into sin and perish.  
 

Calvin denied that Adam sinned due to his own choice, his own free will,  
Calvin aught that if God had no one to punish, God would be incapable of showing He is a 
righteously vindictive God. Calvin went on to say, “God is the author of sin”. 
 

To Calvin the ordinances of Deity is absolute, with no allowance for man’s acts, which he 
claimed are predetermined either right or wrong, not taking into account man’s merits or 
demerits. “God chose some to glory and others to shame everlasting as He willed, not 
upon foreknowledge how they would act.” ~ Calvin. 
 

The heretic Arian said in the third century, “How can the Eternal be begotten?” and straightway 
denied the generation of the Word, (Jesus), in like manner Calvin said, “How can the 
contingent affect the First Cause on which it utterly depends?” In other words, Calvin did not 
believe Jesus was God, the second person of the first cause, the trinity? 
                                

To Calvin, Adam’s Fall was decreed by God a means to an end. Calvin’s view is that God did not 
foresee the sufficient cause why, if He chose, He might select some to be saved, leaving others 
to their doom. Calvin says, “I confess that all descendants of Adam fell by the Divine will”, and 
that “we must return at last to God‘s sovereign determination, the cause of which is hidden” 
(Institutes, III, 23, 4). “Therefore,” he concludes, “some men are born devoted from the womb 
to certain death, that His name may be glorified in their destruction”.  
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The reason why such necessity is laid upon them?—”Because”, says Calvin, “life and death are 
acts of God‘s will rather than of his foreknowledge”, and “He foresees further events only in 
consequence of his decree that they shall happen”.  
 
Finally, “it is an awful decree, I confess (horribile decretum, fateor), but none can deny that 
God foreknew the future final fate of man before He created him; and that He did foreknow it 
because it was appointed by His own ordinance”. Calvin was ‘supralapsarian’. In other words, 
God first decided who would be saved and who would be condemned and then decreed that 
humanity would fall into sin to demonstrate His sovereignty. The “Fall was necessary; and our 
first parents, like ourselves, could not have avoided sinning” ~ Calvin. 
 
Could we even imagine greater blasphemies spewed than what Calvin put forth?  
How could anyone who claims to follow Christ and apostolic teachings accept Calvin as such? 
Calvin could very well be considered the most reprobate antichrist of the Protestant Revolution. 
 
“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to 
the one we preached to you, let him be accursed (anathema).” ~ Galatians 1:9 
 
Avoid Calvinism at all cost. 


